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Foreword

Arnold Schénberg was occupied with various genres of cho-
ral music over a period of 50 years. Around 80 completed
and just as many unfinished works stand in contrast to an
undetermined number of lost choral works.? Friede auf
Erden, Schonberg's Opus 13, was completed on 9 March
1907. The official reason for its composition was the (albeit
unsuccessful) participation in the composition competition
of the 1st “Steiermarkisches Musikfest”, the conditions of
which set the external framework for Friede auf Erden,
i.e. a choral work with a duration of approximately ten
minutes. Since only one day was allotted for the rehearsal
of the prize-winning works, the cancellation was certainly
also due to the futility of a successful performance of the
demanding composition.

The text set to music was written by the Swiss poet Conrad
Ferdinand Meyer (1825-1898). The secular Christmas poem
was written in October 1886 for the journal *Schorers Fami-
lienblatt" and was reprinted in 1892 in “Die Waffen nieder!”,
the journal of the future Nobel Peace Prize winner Bertha
von Suttner (1843-1914). In its four stanzas, the poem is
developed so that the end appears as a “fulfillment of the
beginning. The idea evoked in the title is poetically fulfilled
according to the pattern of promise, antithesis, consolation
and completion.”2 The music traces the curves of motion
of the poem and processes the linguistic closing figure of
each stanza by means of a musical refrain.3 The composition,
which is full of contrasts in all its musical aspects, stands at
the transition between late Romantic overextended tonality
and atonality. On the very day Schénberg completed op. 13,
he jotted down the first sketches of his 2nd String Quartet,
a key work of atonal music.

Beginning in the fall of 1907, the premiere of Friede auf
Erden was prepared by the Singverein der Gesellschaft
der Musikfreunde Wiens (conducted by Franz Schalk). It
was scheduled specifically for 15 January 1908, but was
cancelled at short notice. Franz Schreker took on the next
attempt at a premiere, now with careful preparation. For
this purpose, he asked Schdnberg for a string orchestra
accompaniment that would support the intonation. The
orchestral accompaniment was completed on 6 October
1911; Schonberg asked that “it should be made to dis-

1 A detailed and highly recommended account of Schénberg's op. 13
and the context of the composition can be found in Therese Mux-
eneder, “"Welch ein Klang! Kontext und Quellen zu Arnold Schén-
bergs Friede auf Erden op. 13", in: Arnold Schénberg: Friede auf
Erden op. 13. Facsimile, ed. by Therese Muxeneder, Vienna, 2017,
pp. 26-37. Much of the further information in this preface is taken
from this text.

2 Hermann Danuser, “Lyrik und Weltanschauungsmusik beim frithen
Schénberg. Bemerkungen zu Opus 4 und Opus 13", in: Bericht tiber
den 3. Kongress der Internationalen Schénberg-Gesellschaft, ed. by
Rudolph Stephan and Sigrid Wiesmann (= Publikationen der Interna-
tionalen Schonberg-Gesellschaft, vol. 3), Vienna, 1996, p. 26.

3 For more detailed information on the musical structure, see Hermann
Danuser (as note 2) and Siglind Bruhn, Schénbergs Musik 1899-1914
im Spiegel des kulturellen Umbruchs. Von der Tondichtung zum
Klangtarbenspiel, Waldkirch, 2015, pp. 147-152.

appear sonorously behind the chorus.”* On 9 December
1911, the first performance by the Philharmonic Choir with
the participation of the Vienna Tonkiinstler Orchestra and
the Vienna Lehrergesangverein took place in the GroBer
Musikvereinssaal. In 1912, Friede auf Erden was published
by Tischer & Jagenberg in Cologne, with the piano reduction
by the unnamed Anton Webern, and in 1913 also with an
English translation by Arthur Fagge (1864—1943).

About the edition and performance practice

The main source of the present edition is the fair copy?,
which Schénberg prepared for the submission of the work
to the competition. In addition, another complete copy® of
the composition, the copy by Erwin Stein which includes the
piano reduction by Anton Webern,” as well as the first edi-
tion from 1912 were consulted. The stem directions in the
choral parts have been normalized and do not correspond
to the stems notated in the source. The original accompa-
nying notes “geteilt”, “alle”, or “zus.” have been omitted
in this edition for the sake of clarity, and syllabic slurs have
been added. Special emphasis was placed on the exact
reproduction of the dynamic indications, which were very
precisely notated by Schénberg in the fair copy. Warning
accidentals were deleted or supplemented where they were
considered sensible from the present-day singer's point of
view. The composer's ideal was performance a cappella:
“this choral work should, if possible, be performed with-
out accompaniment (a capella); only if the accuracy of the
intonation fails to materialize, should the organ to be used
for accompaniment.”® The piano part, written by Anton
Webern in 1907, was adopted as an aid to rehearsal, but
was revised in places with a view to improving performa-
bility. In addition, the dynamics in the piano part have been
somewhat simplified to assist the readability of the complex
movement and technical aspects of playing. At this point
I would like to thank the pianist Debora Allenspach, who
assisted me in an advisory capacity. Furthermore, | would
like to thank Therese Muxeneder, archivist at the Arnold
Schénberg Center Vienna, for insights into the wide-ranging
works and activities of Arnold Schdnberg during my first
professional position.

Reichenbach, April 2022
Translation: Gudrun and David Kosviner

Iris Pfeiffer

4 Handwritten remark on the manuscript of the orchestral score, quoted
after Arnold Schonberg, Sdmtliche Werke, Abt. V, Reihe A, Vol. 18:
Chorwerke |, ed. by Thadeusz Okuljar, Mainz/Vienna, 1980; Thade-
usz Okuljar / Martina Sichardt, Kritischer Bericht zu Bd. 18A, Teil 1,
Skizzen, Mainz/Vienna, 1991, p. 14.

5 Arnold Schonberg Center, Vienna (A-Was), shelf mark: MS 13, 517-
523 (digital copies available online) as well as the facsimile edition
(see note 1), pp. 11-24.

6 Arnold Schénberg Center Wien (A-Was), shelf mark: MS 13, 524-528
(digital copies available online) as well as the facsimile edition (see
note 1), pp. 3-10.

7 Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin — PreuBischer Kulturbesitz, Musikabteilung
(D-B), shelf mark: 55 Nachl 100/A,298 (previously: Verlagsarchiv
B. Schott's Sdhne, Mainz), digital copies available online.

8 As note 5, p. 2 of the fair copy.
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Friede auf Erden Amold Schonberg

Peace on Earth 1874-1951
op. 13 Text: Conrad Ferdinand Meyer
English version by Arthur Fagge
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